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APPENDIX B — QUESTIONAIRRE SUMMARY

As part of the process of revising the Parish Comprehensive Plan, a questionnaire form
was made available to town and village residents in March 2009 to determine their
current perceptions and concerns and their desires for the future. Twenty completed
guestionnaires were returned. As this is a very small sample of town and village
residents, the following synopsis is not intended to form the basis of community

policy.
CHARACTERISTICS THAT DEFINE THE COMMUNITY

On the more positive side, Parish was described by a majority of respondents as a small,
rural, bedroom community with good schools that is a great place to raise children. The
citizenry is described as caring and friendly. Parish is characterized by snowy winters
and a Tug Hill environment. The community is thought to have several desirable
services- three service stations, a hardware store, three churches, a library, and a bank.
On a less positive note, the following descriptors were used by a majority of
respondents- outdated, run down, shabby, stagnant (no growth), going downhill, and
lacking in businesses, stores and community events. Town and village boards were
characterized as being slow to move; lacking vision and resisting change; self-centered,
self-serving and engaging in squabbling power struggles.

COMMUNITY ASSETS, STRENGTHS AND OPPORTUNITIES

The most frequently mentioned asset was the proximity to 1-81 and the accessibility to
Syracuse, Watertown, and Oswego. In descending order of frequency, mentioned were
facilities such as the library, Grist Mill, hardware store, gym, fire department, churches,
school system, Merril Park, recreation program, highway department, Chamber of
Commerce, Farmers Market, and outdoor recreation (hunting, fishing, camping,
snowmobiling). Other comments included: the vacant Elementary School and other
vacant buildings along with inexpensive land are opportunities for expansion and
growth; there is good potential for small, home-based businesses; people in need of
work represent a potential labor force; the people are friendly, love Parish, and are able
to work together; there are some great citizens- Mary Lou Guindon, Bridget and Fred
Swartz, Leon Heagle; quality of life is superior for those who appreciate a small-town
atmosphere; housing developments are lacking.

WEAKNESSES, THREATS, ISSUES

Topping the list of weaknesses were lack of public water, lack of high speed internet,
lack of business, and problems with the Town, Village and Planning Boards. The boards
were characterized as: having too many older members with old ideas who don't
welcome new ideas; stuck in a comfort zone; unwilling to listen or compromise;
changing laws and regulations arbitrarily; dogmatic and non-responsive to the



electorate; having no plans for improvement; and failing to "market" the area.
Intermediate among the responses was poor appearance of property (houses, buildings
in disrepair, cluttered yards). Also mentioned were the lack of: activities for children
and adults, grocery, pharmacy and police. High taxes without commensurate services
was also listed. More singular responses included lack of job opportunity for youth and
adults, weak enforcement of speeding and zoning laws, lack of sewers outside the
village, lack of parking for the gym, lack of senior citizen housing and lack of natural gas.
Other concerns were that sewer taxes are too high, roads are not repaired, there are no
"real" sidewalks, and the school system is weak.

MISSING BUSINESSES AND SERVICES IN THE VILLAGE

Topping the list by a large margin were a grocery store and pharmacy. Stores (in
general), a restaurant, a gym w/ a workout center, beauty and barber shops, and a
community center each received a few votes. A long list of other stores received
singular votes, including: a movie rental store, florist, dollar general, fast food shop, dry
goods, dry cleaners, auto parts, outdoor sporting goods, feed store and bowling alley.
Missing services or other entities included: a drive-thru bank, larger fire department,
dentist, police, historical museum, a second bank, retirement home, nursing home,
recreation facilities for adults and children, youth/teen center, information site for
tourists and pedestrian crossings at the library and the gym. Also needed is a Plan with
goals, strategies, responsibilities and motivated people to get the job done. An image,
slogan or motto which bonds the community would be helpful.

MISSING BUSINESSES AND SERVICES OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE

Grocery and drug stores and a shopping center were most mentioned. Public water,
high speed internet and sewers ranked next. Other entities thought to be missing were
a hospital, urgent care, retirement home, nursing home, larger fire department,
optometrist, pizza delivery, bed-breakfast for fishermen, small hotel for snowmobilers,
farm stands, and development of tourist opportunities (tram for leaf-viewing in Fall).

CHANGES DESIRED IN NEXT FIVE YEARS

The most desired change was to improve the image of the village and town by
maintenance of houses and buildings and cleanup of yards and reducing the number of
vacant buildings and enforcing appropriate ordinances. Public water in the village and
town, high speed internet, more stores (grocery and pharmacy), a community center
and combining the town and village were the next most desired changes. Other desired
changes were- senior citizen housing, better roads, improving Rt. 69 through the town
and village, lower taxes, an adult workout gym, better sidewalks and more trees in the
village, more activities for teens, sewers outside the village, continuing the recreation
program, additional apartments/town houses, a park in center of town, better parks for
children, availability of natural gas, "green" electricity, family-child counseling center,



ATV trail system, drive-thru bank, bowling alley, swimming pool, skate park, movie
rental store, retaining elementary school, attracting more people to live in the area
(growth), noise reduction from town barn and lumber yard, and a grant to buy uniforms
for the APW band. More generally, a bipartisan effort is thought to be needed to move
forward with a Plan with goals, strategies, responsibilities to "get it done".

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ASKED ON SURVEY

Distance you drive to work? 30-36mi(5) 20-25mi(1) 10-15mi(3) <2mi(3) Omi(6) NA(2)
Average for those who drive- 18.9 mi

Distance you drive to shop? 20-30mi(11) 10-18mi(8) NA(1) Average- 18.9mi

Would you like area to get High Speed Internet? Yes-16 No- 0 Have it-1 NA-3

Would you support public water to attract business? Yes-13 No-4 Village Only-2 NA-2



APPENDIX C - SWOT EXERCISE SUMMARY

The Town and Village of Parish have been working with the NYS Tug Hill Commission to
update their Joint Comprehensive Plan, which was last updated and adopted in 2001.
This Visioning Exercise is a variation on a SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats), designed to answer Town and Village specific questions,
while keeping the process broad enough to apply information gathered to a number of
potential program areas.

To augment this process, the Joint Planning Board also distributed a questionnaire prior
to the forum. Respondents were asked to address five opened ended
questions/statements about the area. The Visioning Session process was also organized
around these five questions and participants were asked to discuss them at the meeting.
They are as follows:

1) What characteristics define the community as it is today?

2) List community assets/strengths/opportunities.

3) List weaknesses, threats, and issues affecting the community.
4) What businesses and/or services are missing in Parish?

5) What changes would you like to see in the next five years?

This Summary Report also includes results of a similar session that was conducted with
the Town and Village of Parish Economic Development Task Force, its membership
consisting of 25 community leaders who are appointed by the Town and Village for the
purpose of fostering economic growth in the community. This strategy session was held
on January 7, 2008. The agenda for that exercise follows:

1) List community assets & strengths
2) List key issues & challenges
3) Identify top priority issues & challenges
4) Spend time on priority issues
a. ldentify potential partners
b. ldentify initial actions to start moving forward

The process and questions posed at each session were very similar. Combining the
results of both meetings strengthens the process.

1) What characteristics define the community as it is today?
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Semi-rural feeling

Low population density (> 5,000)

Commuting (Bedroom) community- Rome, Watertown, Syracuse, Oswego
Family Oriented

Affordable Housing & Land within commuting distance
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+*» Quiet and Peaceful
«* Minimal Light Pollution
+* Many Recreational Opportunities- Snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, camping

2) List community assets/strengths/opportunities

Location Advantages:

Highway Access

- Interstate 81

-  Route 11

- Route 69 (park and ride access to 181)

- Route 104
Centrally located between Syracuse, Watertown, Oswego, & Rome
Snowbelt — heavy snows draw snowmobilers & skiers to the region’s trails
Access to nearby outdoor recreation opportunities

- Regions: Tug Hill, Lake Ontario, Oneida Lake

- Activities: Hunting, fishing, recreational trails, camping
CSX Freight Rail line through Town
Commercial/industrial sites available

Infrastructure & Physical Assets:

Public sewers in village capable of handling additional demand
Available & affordable land for development

High speed internet access (but limited to village and Route 69 corridor)
Near Tug Hill Aquifer (water available)

Upcoming Rte 69/Main St. DOT reconstruction

Elementary school (only for two more years), possible reuse of building
Many buildings with historic significance

Nearby Attractions:

East Coast Resorts (Bass Lake)
Happy Valley Wildlife Management Area (hunting, fishing, recreational trails)
Oneida Lake, Salmon River

Public Amenities

Library

Good school system, not overcrowded
Village Gymnasium

Merrill Park

Post Office downtown



= Fire Company

Business/Private Amenities

e Hardware Store

e Four (4) gas stations

e STP with capacity to grow

e Two (2) Insurance Companies
e Two (2) auto repair services
e Two (2) Car washes

e Antique shop

e Three (3) Diners

e Lumber mill

e Medical center

e Tavern

Social Capital

3)

= Close-knit community

= Capable labor force

= Variety of churches

= Cooperation b/w town, village & school district

=  Great Quality of Life

= Existing community website a good source of information
= Task force dedicated to economic growth

List weaknesses, threats and issues affecting the community.

= Need town-wide broadband access for business & student use
= No public water
- Area on private wells
- Village has been investigating the issue with an engineer
= No natural gas
= Village Center Revitalization
- More walkable community
- Run down vacant properties
- Need to recruit/encourage more services, including:
0 Grocery/ drug store
O Larger pharmacy
O Mini department/variety store
0 Dry cleaners
O Petstore
- Create a Park & Ride lot for commuters
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- Village health & vitality is also an asset to the town in terms of tax base

and community image

= Housing (primarily rental) Needs for:
- seniors, singles, & young couples
- infilling vacant lots
- finding occupants for vacant properties
- providing housing for young professionals & teachers
- increasing users of underutilized sewer system

= Higher education opportunities/college satellite campus
- Could utilize distance learning facility at APW

= Lack of child care (workforce issue)

= 30% of Town not taxable (Happy Valley WMA)

= Major Train/vehicle accidents

= (Cost associated with snow removal

= No mass transit (trains, buses) stop in Parish

= Lack of parking for snowmobile trailers (park and ride)
= Not a walkable community (no sidewalks)

= Elementary school closing in two (2) years

= Loss of open space

= Lack of forest management, woodlots not managed sustainably
= No local police force

What businesses and/or services are missing in Parish?

Grocery

Town-wide internet

Florist

Mass Transit

Retail clothing

Print/copy

Recreational (ice rink, bowling, gym, skateboard park)
Civic Center, meeting area

Day care

Fast food

Local police force

Park and ride for snowmobilers
College satellite campus

Larger pharmacy/ drug store

Variety Store/ mini-department store
Dry cleaner

Pet store



5) What changes would you like to see in the next five (5) years?

VVYVVVVVVVVVVVVYVYVYVYYYY

Public water

Rte. 69/ Main St. reconstruction/ park and ride

Natural gas access

Town-wide broadband (affordable)

Drug store

Mass transit-bus service

More vibrant/ additional downtown businesses and incentives

Municipal building

Updated/stronger zoning-planning that protects existing residential character
Increase opportunities for local entrepreneurs/ local employment

Forest management education

Hotel (express) and other accommodations

Open space protection

Need premium housing ($300,000 + market)

Appropriate zoning/ subdivision

Improved community attitude

Opportunities for employment in green technologies, vendors, and services
Woodlot management education program



APPENDIX D — HISTORIC AND SIGNIFICANT BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, AND SITES

HOUSES

HOUSE DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION

Brooks House c1850 | W. Main St. (Village) Greek Revival upright and
wing

Carver House c1875 Intersection of S. Railroad | Brick Italianate house

St. and Montgomery St.
(Village)

Davey-Backity-Lutz House | c1890 E. Main St. (Village) Queen Anne house with
tower and dormer

Henderson-Perry House 1930 W. Main St. (Village) Elizabethan (Tudor
Revival) style house

Kilmer House c1840 Canfield Rd. Small settlement type
house

Manguse-Fuller House c1850 Main St. (Village) Greek Revival house with
hipped roof and
pedimented entrance

Merrill-Perry House 1945 W. Main St. (Village) Three bay brick Cape Cod
cottage

Miller-Holmes House 1930 W. Main St. (Village) Three bay Colonial Revival
house

Mills House 1888 Rider St. (Village) Gable ended Queen Anne
Eastlake house

Mosher-Church-Meany c1885 W. Main St. (Village) Elaborate High Victorian

House Italianate house

Petrie House c1860 C.R. 26 Homestead style; upright
and wing

Queen Anne House c1890 S. Railroad St. (Village) Queen Anne house
exhibiting a basic
homestead house

Rider House c1880 E. Main St. (Village) Five bay ltalianate house

Swartz House c1830 | W. Main St. (Village) Settlement type house

with a carpenter
gingerbread addition

COMMERCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL SITES

BUILDING OR DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION

SITE

Dam and Mill Site c1850 N. Branch, Little Salmon -
River, Edick Pond Dr.

Dam and Mill Site c1850 S. Branch, Little Salmon Site of David Fritts Shingle
River Mill

Dam and Sawmill Site c1860 St. Mary’s Creek, Stone walls, parts of dam

Sparhawk Rd.

and mill; ruins




Former Cheese Factory c1880 E. Main St. (Village) Rectangular wooden
building
Gas Station 1919 Intersection of NYS 69A Formerly part of pickle
and Dill Pickle Alley factory complex
(Village)
Key Bank 1924 W. Main St. (Village) Classical Revival style;
designed by Max
Umbrecht
Masonic Temple 1909 Main St. (Village) Two story brick building
with round-topped fan-
shaped window above
entrance
Mills and Petrie 1925 Main St. (Village) Brick building with Indiana
Gymnasium limestone trimming and a
pedimented gable roof;
designed by Merton E.
Granger
Mills and Petrie Memorial | 1922 Intersection of Main and One-story brick building;
Library Church Streets (Village) designed by Merton E.
Granger
Mills and Petrie Town 1923 Intersection of Main and Four dial structure,
Clock Church Streets (Village) mounted on a bronze
base, capped by a bronze
ornamental ball
Mills-Petrie Chapel 1917 Pleasant Lawn Cemetery, Tudor Gothic style brick
NYS 69A chapel
Parish Laundromat c1885 | W. Main St. (Village) Reminiscent of a
Homestead style house;
formerly a shoe store
Former Talk of the Town C1940 E. Main St. Rectangular one-story
Cafe structure; formerly a gas
station, church
Typewriter Factory 1886 Intersection of N. Railroad | Brick industrial building
St. and Mill St. (Village) with a fieldstone
foundation
Village Park 1911 Bounded by S. Railroad St. | Features Soldiers and

and Church St. (Village)

Sailors’ monument and
busts of Washington and
Lincoln

CHURCHES AND CEMETERIES

BUILDING OR SITE DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION
Bidwell Cemetery c1830 Intersection of Bidwell Rd. | Approximately 215'x125’
and C.R. 26 in dimension, has active
cemetery association
Dutch Hill Cemetery c1850 Dutch Hill Rd., south of Approx. 225'x165’, ancient




NYS 69 maple trees on site
Faith Church of the c1980 NYS 69, east of 1-81 Contemporary rectangular
Nazarene building
Getman Cemetery c1870 Intersection of C.R. 26 Adjacent to Getman
between Happy Valley Rd. | Family Farm
and Stone Hill Rd.
Merritt Corners Cemetery | c1830 Voorhees Rd., east of Approx. 125’x90’°, most
Shelter Rd. headstones fixed in the
ground with no
inscriptions
Mills & Petrie Mausoleum | 1899 Pleasant Lawn Cemetery, Gray marble structure with
NYS 69A marble doors
Mitchell Cemetery 1850? | C.R. 26 between Dutch Hill | Approx. 149°x218’, at site
Rd. and the Amboy town of Mitchell family farm
line
Parish Center Cemetery C1850 | C.R. 22 between NYS 69 Smallest cemetery in town
and C.R. 26 with approx. five
interments
Parish Methodist Church 1900 Railroad St. (Village) Rectangular building with
bell tower; elements of
Shingle Style and Colonial
Revival
Pleasant Lawn Cemetery C1806 | S. Railroad St. between Approx. 11 acres, largest
Woodview Dr. and village | cemetery in town, has
line active cemetery
association
Presbyterian Church c1890 Rider St. (Village) Rectangular wooden
building; Queen Anne style
Former St. Anne’s Catholic | c1920 W. Main St. Square brick building;
Church formerly the Odd Fellows
Hall
Wrightson Cemetery C1850 | NYS 69 between Ellis Carr | Situated on a prominent
Dr.and C.R. 22 hill
ENGINEERING STRUCTURES
STRUCTURE OR SITE \ MAP#  LOCATION DESCRIPTION

Burgdorf Rd. (abandoned)

Between NYS 69 and C.R.
26

Burgdorf Rd. Bridge

Burgdorf Rd. between NYS
69 and C.R. 26

Steel and wood; spans N.
Branch, Little Salmon River

Covered Bridge

Off C.R. 26

Steel and wood; spans N.
Branch, Little Salmon River

George Phillips Bridge

South of C.R. 26

Iron trusses and wood
plank deck; spans
tributary of N. Branch,




Little Salmon River

Happy Valley Rd. Bridge

Happy Valley Rd.

Concrete abutments and
base; pipe railing; Spans N.
Branch, Little Salmon River
downstream from
Whitney Pond Dam

Kipp Rd. Bridge Off Kipp Rd. Spans N. Branch, St.
Mary’s Creek
Phillips-Maunder Bridge Off C.R. 26 Spans St. Mary’s Creek

Scriba Road (abandoned)

Between Dean Dr. and
Perry Drive

Segment of road between
Constantia and Mexico
Point

St. Mary’s Bridge

St. Mary’s Rd.

Stone (obscured); spans
St. Mary’s Creek
downstream from St.
Mary’s Pond

Stone arched culvert

East end of Dean Drive

Part of “Scriba Road”

AGRICULTURAL SITES

STRUCTURE OR SITE DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION
Bluebird Haven Tree Farm | c1890 NYS 69A, south of Pleasant | Italianate farmhouse; barn
Lawn Cemetery and silo
House Farm c1840 Rider St. (Village) Greek Revival house with
barns and outbuildings
Karboski Farm 1850 NYS 69, west of C.R. 26 Federal style house; one of
a few active farms in
Parish
Lutz Farm 1832 Rider St. (Village) Greek Revival farmhouse
with dairy barn
Sperling Farm* NY 69, east of Carr. Dr. Federal style house, barn
and equipment building
Stelmashuck Farm 1837 NYS 69, east of Dutch Hill Federal style farmhouse
Rd. with a variety of
agricultural outbuildings
Stone Farm Wall c1820 East boundary of Constructed of rounded

Stelmashuck Farm, NYS 69
opposite Voorhees Rd.
intersection

field stone and flat Medina
sandstone

Yager Farm*

NY 69, west of Carr Dr.

Federal style house and
barn

*added to list by Planning Board




APPENDIX E

EXCERPTED FROM WHY SAVE FARMLAND?, from THE AMERICAN FARMLAND
TRUST

Saving farmland is an investment in community infrastructure and economic development. It
supports local government budgets and the ability to create wealth locally. In addition, distinctive
agricultural landscapes are often magnets for tourism.

People vacation in the state of Vermont or Steamboat Springs, Colo., because they enjoy the
scenery created by rural meadows and grazing livestock. In Lancaster, Pa., agriculture is still the
leading industry, but with the Amish and Mennonites working in the fields, tourism is not far
behind. Napa Valley, Calif., is another place known as a destination for “agro tourism.” Tourists
have become such a large part of most Napa Valley wineries that many vintners have hired
hospitality staff. Both the valley and the wines have gained name recognition, and the economy
is thriving.

Agriculture contributes to local economies directly through sales, job creation, support services
and businesses, and also by supplying lucrative secondary markets such as food processing.
Planning for agriculture and protecting farmland provide flexibility for growth and development,
offering a hedge against fragmented suburban development while supporting a diversified
economic base.

Development imposes direct costs to communities, as well as indirect costs associated with the
loss of rural lands and open space. Privately owned and managed agricultural land generates
more in local tax revenues than it costs in services. Carefully examining local budgets in Cost of
Community Services (COCS) studies shows that nationwide farm, forest and open lands more
than pay for the municipal services they require, while taxes on residential uses consistently fail
to cover costs.9 (See COCS fact sheet.) Related studies measuring the effect of all types of
development on municipal tax bills find that tax bills generally go up as communities become
more developed. Even those communities with the most taxable commercial and industrial
properties have higher-than-average taxes.

Local governments are discovering that they cannot afford to pay the price of unplanned
development. Converting productive agricultural land to developed uses creates negative
economic and environmental impacts. For example, from the mid-1980s to the mid-1990s, the
population of Atlanta, Ga., grew at about the same rate as that of Portland, Ore. Due to its strong
growth management law, Portland increased in size by only 2 percent while Atlanta doubled in
size. To accommodate its sprawling growth, Atlanta raised property taxes 22 percent while
Portland lowered property taxes by 29 percent. Vehicle miles traveled (and related impacts)
increased 17 percent in Atlanta but only 2 percent in Portland.



